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PREFACE 


An  International  Seminar  on  Population  and 
Development  was  organised  in  June  1974  by  the 
World  Peace  Council  in  cooperation  with  the 
Congolese  Association  for  Friendship  among  the 
Peoples  in  Brazzaville,  the  capital  of  the  People’s 
Republic  of  Congo. 

The  leaders  of  the  Congolese  Workers  Party 
and  the  Congolese  Government,  as  well  as 
Congolese  mass  organisations,  lent  their  full 
support  to  the  seminar.  The  President  of  the 
Republic^  His  Excellency  Major  Marien  Ngouabi, 
opened  the  seminar,  and  important  cultural  and 
other  events  were  held  in  its  honour. 

The  participation  of  representatives  of 
UNESCO,  of  the  World  Health  Organisation  and 
the  United  Nations  Development  Programme  gave 
the  seminar  added  significance.  A  large  number  of 
international  organisations  responded  to  the  WPC’s 
invitation  —  among  them  the  All-African  Council 
of  Churches,  the  Organisation  of  African  Trade 
Union  Unity,  the  All- African  Women’s  Conference, 
the  World  Federation  of  Trade  Unions,  the  World 
Federation  of  Democratic  Youth,  the  Women’s 
International  Democratic  Federation  and  the 
World  Federation  of  Twin  Cities.  The  participants 
included  experts  representing  several  African 
countries  as  well  as  specialists  from  other 
continents  who  presented  introductory  reports  to 
the  discussion. 

The  seminar  studied  the  following  four  points: 

1  Population  in  Africa:  trends,  prospects  and 
essential  factors; 

2  Relationship  in  the  developed  and 
developing  countries  between  population 
and  economic  and  social  development. 
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natural  resources,  the  environment  and 
education; 

3  Population  problems  and  racial  discrimi¬ 
nation;  and 

4  The  role  of  the  World  Peace  Council  and 
other  international  non-governmental  or¬ 
ganisations  in  a  world  plan  of  action  on 
the  relationship  between  population  and 
development. 

Highly  important  discussions  took  place  which 
are  reflected  in  the  seminar’s  concluding 
statement,  which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

This  statement  draws  particular  attention  to 
the  importance  of  world  public  opinion  in  the 
activities  around  World  Population  Year,  decided 
upon  by  the  United  Nations.  At  the  same  time,  it 
points  out  the  false  and  confusing  theories  which 
are  being  put  forward  during  this  year,  especially 
on  the  issue  of  population  in  general. 

We  are  publishing  the  seminar’s  conclusions  in 
this  brochure,  besides  the  opening  speeches  of 
both  the  President  of  the  People’s  Repubhc  of 
Congo  his  Excellency  Marien  Ngouabi  and  the 
Secretary  General  of  the  World  Peace  Council 
Romesh  Chandra,  which  we  hope  will  be  of  use  to 
peace  organisations,  interested  groups  and  various 
persons  in  their  planned  actions  on  population  and 
development,  as  well  as  those  around  World 
Population  Year  and  the  World  Population 
Conference  (Bucharest,  August  1974). 
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INTRODUCTION  * 


by  Romesh  Chandra, 
Secretary  General, 
World  Peace  Council 


This  Seminar  will  be  one  of  the  most 
important  events  in  the  history  of  the  World  Peace 
Movement.  This  is  because  we  gather  today  to 
discuss  a  subject  which  is  of  primary  interest  for 
the  vast  majority  of  the  peoples  of  all  countries  of 
the  world:  how  to  build  a  new  life  for  the  peoples. 

This  year  is  World  Population  Year  -  in 
accordance  with  the  decisions  of  the  United 
Nations.  What  is  the  main  slogan  under  which  the 
United  Nations  is  marking  this  Year? 

”To  ftomote  Human  Welfare  and  Development” 

But  let  us  not  make  any  mistake.  There  are 
influential  forces  who  seek  to  use  the  celebration 
of  this  Population  Year,  in  order  to  confuse  the 
masses  everywhere  .  In  the  name  of  discussing  the 
’’problem”  of  population,  these  forces  seek  to  hide 
the  truth  regarding  the  real  causes  of  poverty  and 
hunger  in  the  world.  They  base  themselves  on 
Malthusian  and  neo-Mai thusian  ’’theories”,  which 
are  well  known  and  require  no  elaboration.  These 
are  ’’theories”  put  forward  by  the  enemies  of  the 
well-being  of  the  people.  These  are  the  ’’theories” 
of  the  enemies  of  development.  These  are  the 
’’theories”  of  imperialism  and  neo-colonialism. 

Imperialism  and  neo-colonialism,  the  multi- 
naional  corporations,  seek  to  spread  the  false 
notion  that  the  backwardness  of  the  developing 
countries  and  the  hunger  and  poverty  of  our 
masses  are  due  in  the  first  place  to  what  they  call 
the  ’’population  explosion”.  This  is  a  ’’theory” 
peddled  in  order  to  hide  the  real  reason  for 
backwardness,  hunger  and  poverty. 

*  This  is  an  abridged  text  of  the  speech  delivered  by  the 
WPC  Secretary  General  at  the  opening  session  or  the 
seminar. 


The  reality  is  this: 

There  is  hunger  and  poverty  because  our 
peoples  are  plundered  and  robbed  by  imperialism 
and  neo-colonialism  and  by  the  multinational 
corporations.  These  creators  of  our  hunger  and 
poverty  seek  to  hide  themselves  behind  the  mask 
of  their  confused  ’’theories”  suggesting  that  the 
primary  responsibility  for  our  hunger  is  the 
existence  of  the  growing  number  of  mouths  that 
have  to  be  fed. 

Imperialism  and  neo-colonialism  go  further: 
they  put  forward  racist  ’’theories”.  They  proclaim 
that  the  black  and  the  brown  and  the  yellow  — 
the  coloured  —  are  producing  too  many  children, 
and  that  is  why  they  do  not  have  enough  to  eat. 

This  Seminar  is  gathered  here  to  tell  the  world 
—  this  is  a  lie,  and  it  is  a  lie  put  forward 
deliberately  to  prevent  humanity  from  grasping 
what  is  the  truth  and  what  is  the  re^ity,  to 
prevent  mankind  from  pointing  its  finger  in 
accusation  at  the  real  enemies,  at  those  who  have 
through  all  these  years  torn  away  our  wealth  from 
the  stomachs  of  our  children. 

A  short  while  ago,  a  special  session  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  United  Nations  was  held 
to  discuss  the  problems  of  raw  materials  and 
development.  It  was  a  session  called  at  the 
instance  of  the  developing  countries,  of  the 
non-aligned  countries,  with  the  full  support  of  the 
socialist  countries.  The  United  Nations  proclaimed 
at  this  Session  the  answer  of  the  peoples  of  the 
world  to  this  question  of  who  is  responsible  for 
our  poverty  and  hunger.  The  United  Nations 
declared  that  every  people  has  the  right  to  own  its 
own  resources,  to  dispose  of  them,  to  nationalise 
them,  to  take  these  resources  into  its  own  hands 
for  the  benefit  of  its  own  people. 

Too  long  has  our  wealth  been  plundered.  And 
today  we  declare  here  loud  and  clear: 

The  resources  of  every  country  must  be  in  the 
hands  of  its  people.  That  is  the  way  to  peace. 
Peace  requires  that  the  resources  of  a  country  are 
in  its  . own  hands,  out  of  the  hands  of  imperialism 
and  neo-colonialism,  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
enemies  of  the  nation. 
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We  are  aware  of  the  necessity  for  demographic 
programmes,  and  when  we  say  that  we  understand 
well  the  falsehood  of  neo-Mai thusian  theories,  of 
the  theories  of  imperialism,  we,  at  the  same  time, 
recognise  that  in  many  countries  more  mouths  to 
feed  can  create  difficulties  for  the  solution  of 
urgent  problems. 

We  are  not  denying  that.  On  the  contrary,  we 
support  many  of  the  demographic  programmes 
which  are  being  carried  out.  But  if  these 
demographic  programmes  are  isolated  from 
programmes  of  social  and  economic  change  and 
transformation,  if  they  are  isolated  from  the  battle 
for  development,  which  is  the  battle  to  take  our 
own  health  into  our  own  hands,  then  these 
programmes  will  not  help  to  solve  any  problems 
but  will  actually  increase  these  problems. 

We  live  today  in  a  new  world,  in  which 
imperialism  cannot  win,  if  we  stand  together.  This 
is  the  lesson  of  the  victory  of  the  Vietnamese 
people.  This  is  the  lesson  of  the  growing  successes 
and  victories  of  the  peoples  of  Guinea-Bissau, 
Angola,  Mozambique,  Zimbabwe,  Namibia  and 
South  Africa.  This  is  the  lesson  which  is  taught  by 
the  growing  victories  and  successes  of  the 
anti-imperialist  forces  in  the  Arab  world,  of  the 
Palestinian  liberation  movement,  of  the  peoples 
everywhere. 

The  unity  of  anti-imperialist  forces  in  today’s 
new  world  of  victories  for  peace,  of  victories  for 
detente  —  this  provides  us  with  the  guarantee  for 
the  onward  march  of  every  people  in  every 
continent.  Today  imperialism  would  seek  to 
prevent  this  unity  of  the  anti-imperialist  forces.  It 
would  seek  to  make  us  believe  that  the  main 
division  in  the  world  is  between  all  poor  countries 
and  all  rich  countries,  between  all  developing 
countries  and  all  developed  countries. 

I  had  the  privilege  a  few  days  ago  of  speaking 
with  one  of  the  leading  personalities  present  at  the 
United  Nations  specif  session  on  raw  materials 
and  development.  And  he  defined  well  the 
dangerous  character  of  these  attempts  at  creating  a 
false  division  in  the  world.  There  is  a  world  of 
difference,  he  said,  between  the  developed 
capitalist  countries  and  the  developed  sociaHst 
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countries.  The  developed  capitalist  countries  —  he 
said  —  have  become  rich  by  exploiting  Asia  and 
Africa  and  all  our  peoples;  and  he  added  that 
only  a  handful  in  these  capitalist  countries  have 
grown  rich  —  that  is  the  big  profiteers  and 
monopolists. 

The  socialist  countries  have  developed,  he 
stated,  never  by  exploiting  the  developing 
countries,  but  by  the  labour  of  their  own  working 
people;  they  have  always  helped  the  developing 
countries,  making  great  sacrifices  to  this  end. 

Imperialism  conspires  to  divide  us  into  camps 
which  are  non-existent.  Our  battle  is  against  those 
who  have  robbed  and  plundered  us.  When  we 
unite  together  as  developing  countries,  when  we 
unite  together  as  non-aligned  countries,  we  do  not 
forget  that  we  do  so  in  order  to  strengthen  the 
anti-imperialist  front  and  that  in  this  front,  we 
stand  side  by  side  with  the  socialist  countries.  This 
is  the  unity  which  we  seek  —  the  unity  of  the 
developing  and  socialist  countries. 


Our  Seminar  will  discuss,  above  all,  the  role  of 
the  public,  of  the  peoples. 

The  United  Nations  is  doing  great  work  for 
development,  with  the  help  of  the  anti-imperialist 
governments  of  the  world,  and  despite  the 
sabotage  of  the  imperialist  powers.  We  are  meeting 
in  a  seminar  which  has  been  organised  with  the 
friendly  support  of  UNESCO,  and  we  are  most 
grateful  for  this  support.  It  gives  greater  meaning  to 
our  seminar. 


We  believe  that  the  best  decisions  of  the  United 
Nations  and  other  inter-governmental  organisations 
in  favour  of  peace,  development,  of  the 
strengthening  of  the  struggle  for  a  new  life,  their 
best  decisions  cannot  be  implemented  without  the 
active  participation  of  the  peoples  of  the  world. 

That  is  why  we  attach  great  importance  to  the 
discussions  we  shall  have  on  preparing  a 
programme  of  work  for  the  public  organisations  — 
tor  the  peace  movements,  the  peoples’  organisa¬ 
tions,  the  trade  unions,  the  youth,  the  womens’ 
organisations. 
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Today,  at  the  top  of  the  agenda  of  every  such 
movement  comes  the  question  of  development. 
That  is  of  the  well-being  of  mankind,  of  the 
building  of  a  new  life  for  the  peoples  of  the 
world. 

I  had  the  priviledge  last  year  of  meeting  once 
again  the  Secretary  General  of  the  United  Nations. 
And  he  said  clearly  that  in  his  opinion  every 
resolution  of  the  United  Nations  in  the  interests  of 
peace,  justice  and  independence  requires  the 
support  of  mass  public  movements  like  the  World 
Peace  Council,  if  it  is  to  be  protected  against 
sabotage  and  violations,  if  it  is  to  be  implemented 
fully.  Therefore,  we  are  here  to  take  this  question 
of  development  into  the  hands  of  the  peoples. 


The  World  Peace  Council  has  had  amongst  its 
most  honoured  members  a  man  whose  name  is 
known  everywhere  —  Salvador  AUende.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  World  Peace  Council  before  he 
became  President  of  Chile.  And  he  remained  a 
member  of  the  World  Peace  Council  till  he  was 
foully  assassinated  by  the  military  junta.  One  year 
before  he  was  assassinated,  the  World  Peace 
Council  held  a  meeting  of  its  Presidium  in 
Santiago,  which  was  opened  by  President  Salvador 
AUende.  And  we  said  at  that  time  —  Peace  means: 
Copper  in  the  hands  of  the  people  of  Chile. 

We  were  right,  for  it  was  to  take  this  copper, 
that  is  the  wealth  of  Chile,  away  from  the  hands 
of  its  people,  that  imperialism  and  the 
multinational  corporations  and  the  most  reaction¬ 
ary  forces  combined  together  to  carry  out  their 
fascist  coup  d’etat  and  are  today  committing 
heinous  crimes  which  have  shocked  the  conscience 
of  humanity. 


We  caU  for  vigilance  and  ever  greater  vigilance. 
Every  people  which  takes  its  own  resources  into 
its  own  hands  faces  the  conspiracies,  the  agression 
of  imperialism  in  one  form  or  the  other.  Today ,  if 
the  people  are  united,  if  they  unite  with  all  other 
anti-imperialist  forces,  then  whatever  difficulties 
they  may  have  to  go  through,  whatever  the  hell 
and  horror  they  may  have  to  suffer,  the  final 
victory  wUl  be  theirs.. 
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We  live  in  a  new  period.  The  children  of 
Brazzaville  who  were  here  in  this  hall  just  now 
told  us  what  we  are  fighting  for  in  simple  words. 
Their  words  are  the  words  of  the  peace  movement, 
of  the  World  Peace  Council.  I  could  take  these 
words  of  the  children  of  the  Congo  and  write 
them  down  and  say  —  that  is  the  spirit  of  the 
World  Peace  Council. 

I  want  to  thank  you,  Comrade  President, 
personally.  Your  presence  here  gives  us  great 
encouragement,  great  inspiration.  I  want  to  tell 
you  that  the  words  which  you  will  address  to  us 
today  will  be  carried  to  people  everywhere. 

It  is  right  that  this  Seminar  on  this  crucial 
question  meets  in  Brazzaville,  in  the  Congo, 
because  the  Congo  is  a  land  which  seeks  to  build  a 
great  new  Congo  itself,  and  a  great  new  Africa  for 
all  Africa ,  and  a  great  new  world  for  the  whole 
world. 

May  I,  on  behalf  of  all  those  who  have  come 
from„  outside,  tell  you  all,  dear  friends  of  the 
Congo,  that  we  stand  solidly  with  you.  At  all 
times,  Congo  can  depend  on  the  soHdarity  of  the 
World  Peace  Council. 
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OPENING  ADDRESS 
BY 

CONGOLESE  PRESIDENT  MARIEN  NGOUABI 


It  is  particularly  pleasant  for  us  to  take  the 
floor  on  this  June  25,  1974,  in  this  conference 
room  in  the  Hotel  de  Ville  in  Brazzaville,  to 
address  ourselves  to  the  honoured  delegates  from 
aU  over  the  world,  and  to  participate  in  this 
Seminar  on  Population  and  Development  organised 
under  the  aegis  of  the  World  Peace  Council. 

In  the  jiame  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
Congolese  Workers  Party  the  Council  of  State 
of  the  People's  Republic  of  Congo,  the 
Government,  the  whole  of  the  Congolese  people 
and  in  my  own  name,  we  bid  you  welcome  to  the 
Congo  in  general,  and  to  Brazzaville  in  particular. 

That  the  privilege  of  hosting  this  great 
international  meeting  should  fall  to  the  Congolese 
Association  for  Friendship  Among  the  Peoples  has 
been  greatly  appreciated  by  us:  we  are  very 
honoured,  and  thankthe  World  Peace  Council  with 
all  our  heart  for  this  demonstration  of  sympathy 
for  the  struggle  the  Congolese  Party  of  Labour  is 
waging  to  establish  Justice  and  Peace  in  our  own 
country,  as  well  as  beyond  our  frontiers. 

In  fact,  while  undertaking  persistent  and 
revolutionary  action  to  establish  Scientific 
Socialism  in  the  People’s  Republic  of  Congo,  we 
have  spared  no  efforts  in  making  our  concrete  and 
international  contribution  to  destroying  imperial¬ 
ism  on  a  world  scale,  as  well  as  to  strengthening 
Peace  and  Justice  in  the  countries  still  under 
foreign  domination. 

The  World  Peace  Council,  in  choosing  the 
capital  of  the  People’s  Republic  of  Congo  for  this 
international  Seminar,  gives  us  a  further 
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opportunity  to  reflect  upon  the  countless 
problems  affecting  the  world,  the  most  important 
of  which  will  be  discussed  in  the  course  of  this 
meeting.  The  themes  chosen  for  this  international 
examination  give  us  reason  to  hope,  as  who  could 
possibly  remain  indifferent  when  confronted  with 
such  vital  issues  as:  peace,  justice,  freedom,  the 
fight  against  ignorance,  disease  and  violence,  which 
subjects  will  hold  our  attention  for  some  days  to 
come. 

The  particular  interest  with  which  we  regard 
this  Seminar  stems  from  the  fact  that  your 
discussions  will  bear  on  the  concrete  problems  of 
our  times,  which  are  still  characterised  by  armed 
confrontation  which  we  deplore  and  which 
continues  to  afflict  Angola,  Mozambique,  Guinea 
Bissau,  the  Middle  East  and  Cambodia. 


May  this  Seminar  in  Brazzaville,  which  is  in 
preparation  for  the  next  inter-govemmental 
conference  on  Population  in  Bucharest,  come  forth 
with  concrete  suggestions,  both  realistic  and 
feasible,  capable  of  making  the  most  influential 
circles  of  the  world  realise  the  urgent  necessity  of 
putting  an  end  to  such  conflicts,  which  have  gone 
on  far  too  long.  Haven’t  the  poor  peoples  of  the 
Third  World,  in  the  present  state  of  their 
development,  already  enough  suffering  and 

mise’y  —  hunger  which  tortures  them,  and  disease 
which  kills?  Do  they  really  need  another  dose  of 
misery?  Do  they  really  need  to  suffer  the 
unimaginable  horrors  of  long  bloody  wars? 

The  Seminar  must  take  advantage  of  this 
favourable  opportunity  to  support  the  World  Peace 
Council  in  undertaking  effective  diplomatic  action, 
action  capable  of  speeding  up  the  settlement  of  all 
these  conflicts. 


It  will  not  be  for  the  first  time  either  that  the 
World  Peace  Council,  and  the  movement  it  leads, 
plays  a  constructive  role  in  the  people’s  fight 
against  imperialist  aggressions  and  wars,  the  fight 
for  improving  the  international  situation  and  for 
the  concrete  application  of  the  principles  of 
peaceful  coexistence  between  states  with  different 
social  systems. 
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Wasn’t  it  the  World  Peace  Council  which 
launched  the  moving  Stockholm  Appeal  of  1950 
demanding  the  abolition  of  unspeicable  atomic 
weapons?  Similarly  the  World  Peace  Council  did 
not  stand  arms  folded  while  the  world  was  torn 
apart  by  the  wars  in  Korea,  Indochina,  or  Algeria. 
It  is  capable  of  new  strong  initiatives  to  restore 
the  troubled  areas  of  the  world  to  normal. 

That  this  Seminar  should  concentrate  above  all 
on  this  problem  of  our  time  is  our  dearest  wish. 
May  it  also  succeed  in  awakening  the  conscience 
of  the  leaders  of  the  Third  World  to  the  dangers 
to  which  they  expose  their  peoples,  by  becoming 
—  through  naivete  or  greed  —  the  armed  puppets 
of  foreign  powers,  puppets  whose  policy  as  regards 
neighbouring  states  is  dictated  by  foreign  hands 
which  pull  the  strings  from  the  shadows,  until  war 
explodes  to  kdl  more  innocent  victims.  Many 
neighbouring  countries  have  always  managed  to 
settle  their  conflicts  in  a  friendly  way,  if  foreign 
manipulators  far  away  have  not  directed  the 
operations  unfolding  upon  the  political  chessboard 
of  the  Third  World. 

To  come  now  to  economic  aggression,  having 
spoken  of  armed  aggression,  it  is  necessary  to 
stress  from  the  very  outset  that  it  is  not  feasible  in 
an  atmosphere  of  peace  and  concord,  which  is 
essential  for  the  true  wellbeing  of  our  peoples  and 
their  development. 

There  can  be  no  true  peace  in  any  country 
under  colonial  domination.  There  can  be  no  true 
peace  in  an  environment  where  the  exploitation  of 
man  by  man  holds  sway,  as  the  class  struggle  will 
make  itself  felt  sooner  or  later.  There  is  no  place 
for  a  true  peace  in  a  continent  where  illiteracy 
rules.  There  can  be  no  harmony  betwen  skeletons 
literally  ’’dying  of  hunger”  and  those  overfed 
individuals  who  do  not  know  what  to  do  with 
their  wealth,  their  opulence,  totally  indifferent  to 
the  squalor  which  surrounds  them.  There  can  be 
no  harmony  between  the  possessors  of  scientific 
and  technological  achievement  and  those  whom 
they  knowingly  keep  in  medieval  ignorance.  All 
this  distortion,  all  these  scandalous  and  appalling 
inequalities  give  rise  to  bitterness,  to  resentment 
and  hate  which  fill  the  hearts  of  men  and  threaten 
world  peace.  If  we  truly  desire  an  era  of  true 
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peace,  lets  us  begin  by  lessening  these 
contradictions,  otherwise  all  our  efforts  towards 
peace  will  come  to  a  dead  end.  There  are  however 
a  thousand  ingenious  way  of  concealing  the  cruel 
realities  of  our  time  under  the  thin  veil  of  various 
kinds  of  aid,  or  of  ’’interested  cooperation”. 

In  the  course  of  this  Seminar  let  us  denounce 
this  ruthless  and  inhuman  war  —  this  ’’economic 
war”  which  the  industrialised  countries  direct 
against  countries  which  cannot  compete  in  arms. 
Let  us  denounce  the  hypocrisy  of  the  century 
which  pretends  to  look  for  peace  while  refusing  to 
open  its  eyes  to  the  ruthless  exploitation  on  the 
part  of  the  developed  countries  to  which 
developing  countries  are  victim.  We  demand  the 
global  revision  of  conditions  which  affect 
exchanges  between  these  two  groups  of  countries, 
if  the  oil  weapon  is  not  to  be  the  last  the 
developing  countries  turn  to.  It  is  highly 
unreasonable  that  the  producers  of  raw  materials 
should  continue  to  sell  their  natural  riches  at 
extremely  low  prices,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
industrialised  countries  persist  in  selling  manufac¬ 
tured  goods  at  grossly  inflated  ones. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  this  Seminar  on 
Development  will  devote  some  of  its  time  to 
discussing  this  problem  which  is  fundamental  to 
the  future  development  of  the  Third  World,  and  to 
discussing  it  with  courage  and  objectivity. 

I  wiQ  close  by  wishing  the  participants  courage 
in  their  deliberations  and  decisions,  so  that  this 
international  meeting  in  Brazzaville,  a  historic  city 
in  the  true  meaning  of  the  word,  will  register 
striking  success.  It  is  therefore  with  optimism  that  I 
declare  the  Seminar  on  Population  and  Develop¬ 
ment  open. 

In  the  name  of  our  people,  I  thank  you. 
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CONCLUSIONS  OF  THE 
INTERNATIONAL  SEMINAR 
ON  POPULATION  AND  DEVELOPMENT 


The  participants  in  the  International  Seminar 
on  Population  and  Development,  meeting  in 
Brazzaville  from  25th  to  28th  June,  1974  on  the 
initiative  of  the  World  Peace  Council  and 
representing  peace  movements  and  organisations 
from  many  countries  of  the  world,  as  well  as  a 
certain  number  of  international  non-govemmental 
organisations,  wish  to  emphasise  the  exceptional 
significance  of  holding  such  a  seminar  in  the 
historic  city  of  Brazzaville  in  the  heart  of  the 
African  continent  where  solidarity  in  the  struggle 
against  colonial  oppression,  racM  discrimination 
and  neo-colonialism  and  for  development  is  firmly 
asserted. 

The  participants  expressed  their  deep  gratitude 
and  satisfaction  at  the  magnificent  hospitality 
extended  to  them  by  the  Government  of  the 
People’s  Republic  of  Congo,  the  Congolese 
Workers  Party  and  the  Congolese  Association  for 
Friendship  among  the  Peoples. 

The  devotion  of  the  Congo  to  the  cause  of 
peace  and  national  independence,  justice  and  social 
progress,  and  its  constant  support  for  the 
principles  and  actions  of  the  World  Peace  Council 
were  demonstrated  in  many  ways  during  the 
course  of  the  seminar.  This  seminar  was  opened  by 
His  Excellency,  President  Marien  Ngouabi, 
President  of  the  People’s  Republic  of  Congo.  His 
outstanding  opening  speech  gave  participants  a 
deep  understanding  of  the  vital  significance  of  the 
problems  which  were  to  be  discussed  during  the 
seminar. 

The  important  demographic  changes  which  are 
taking  place  at  the  moment  in  the  evolution  of  the 
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world’s  population  are  giving  rise  to  new  global 
problems,  the  solution  of  which  can  only  be  found 
in  the  context  of  a  lasting  peace  on  earth,  based 
on  national  independence,  equal  rights  among 
nations,  peaceful  coexistence  and  mutual  co-oper¬ 
ation. 

This  is  why  the  World  Peace  Council,  together 
with  all  the  other  peace  forces,  is  actively 
supporting  events  organized  by  the  UN  and  its 
specialised  agencies  in  the  framework  of  World 
Population  Year,  as  a  form  of  constructive 
international  co-operation  for  the  benefit  of  all 
mankind. 

It  wishes  to  emphasise  the  important  role 
played  by  the  United  Nations  Organisation  in  the 
field  of  scientific  studies  on  the  subject  of 
population  and  the  carrying  out  of  a  wealth  of 
activity  in  this  field. 

Through  its  work,  the  Brazzaville  seminar 
wants  to  contribute  to  the  preparation  of  the 
World  Population  Conference  which  will  take  place 
in  Bucharest  from  19th— 30th  August,  1974,  a 
congress  which,  by  the  importance  of  its  session, 
which  is  the  first  of  its  kind  in  man’s  history, 
should  represent  a  decisive  step  in  the  examination 
and  proposal  of  concerted  actions  in  the  field  of 
world  population. 

Any  study,  any  action  on  this  subject  must 
aim  to  make  a  contribution  to  the  achievement  of 
the  fundamental  principles  contained  in  the 
Universal  Declaration  on  Human  Rights. 

It  is  with  this  aim  in  mind  that  development 
should  be  conceived,  and  not  simply  in  terms  of 
economic  growth  or  even  industrialisation,  but 
rather  in  terms  of  a  balanced  distribution  of  the 
results  of  growth  and  access  for  everyone  to 
decent  conditions  of  life  which  are  continually 
enriched  by  human  progress  in  the  economic, 
social  and  cultural  fields.  It  is  this  aspect  which 
has  been  highlighted  by  the  various  contributions 
and  discussions  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
seminar. 

The  participants  stressed  the  determining  role 
of  economic  and  social  factors  in  population 
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development. 


The  seminar  has  thrown  light  on  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  world’s  population,  particularly  in 
the  developing  countries,  through  concrete 
socio-economic  conditions,  and  the  problems 
which  this  growth  poses  in  all  fields  and  more 
especially  where  riutrition,  training,  employment 
and  population  migration  are  concerned. 

It  has  stressed  the  serious  nature  of  the 
problems  thus  posed  and  the  necessity  of  facing 
up  to  them.  But  it  has  also  been  keen  to  place 
them  in  the  context  of  existing  socio-economic 
structures. 

This  is  why  it  has  been  keen  to  refute  a 
neo-Malthusian  approach  to  these  problems, 
according  to  which  population  growth  represents 
the  principal  threat  to  mankind  and  unless  a 
policy  ^med  at  halting  this  growth  is  adopted  at 
international  level,  famine,  the  exhaustion  of 
resources  and  catastrophic  pollution  of  the 
environment  will  be  inevitable. 

Such  an  approach  to  the  problem  wants  to 
make  population  control  a  pre-condition  for  all 
improvements  in  the  human  condition. 

It  is  not  possible  here  to  detail  the  various 
contributions  which  dealt  with  these  issues  and 
which  were  backed  up  by  documented  statistical 
and  scientific  data. 

Let  us  simply  recapitulate  certain  points  on 
which  there  was  total  agreement,  without  setting 
them  out  in  full. 

It  is  possible  to  question  certain  statistical 
data  established  on  the  basis  of  projections  of  the 
present  demographic  situation  which  do  not  take 
account  of  changes  Hkely  to  accur,  particularly 
that  of  the  over-riding  and  decisive  influence  of 
economic,  cultural  development  on  the  dynamics 
of  population. 

”It  is  not  correct  either  to  attribute  the 
obvious  sign  of  an  ecological  crisis  to  population 
growth.  This  search  for  immediate  private  profit  is 
the  basic  cause  of  the  rapacious  use  of  natural 
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resources,  by  disregarding  the  long-term  effects  it 
produces,  it  results  in  damage  to  the  human 
environment  ...  For  example,  in 

Japan,  it  is  at  a  time  when  it  has  the  lowest 
population  growth  that  its  environment  is 
undergoing  the  greatest  damage  and  this  is  the 
result  of  uncontrolled  economic  growth  in  which 
man’s  interests  as  a  whole  are  disregarded  for  the 
profit  of  the  few.  Similar  phenomena  could  be 
exposed  in  Western  Europe  and  North  America. 

Population  migrations,  especially  those  of 
workers  for  the  benefit  of  the  economies  of 
certain  Western  European  countries  and  the  United 
States  are  not  to  be  explained  by  the  excessive 
population  in  the  countries  of  origin,  but  by 
economic  factors  which  determine  the  situation 
there  too. 

In  reality,  the  first  mistake  is  to  consider  that 
there  is  a  population  problem  per  se,  whereas  the 
problems  vary  according  to  the  various  parts  of 
the  world  and  do  not  demand  the  same  policy 
everywhere. 

There  are  specific  problems  of  population  in 
Africa  where  the  insufficiency  and  hie  uneven 
distribution  of  population  make  difficulties  for 
development  more  acute  and  specific  problems  in 
Asia,  where,  in  many  countries,  rapid  population 
growth  combined  with  very  high  population 
density,  is  contributing  to  making  the  path  to 
development  more  difficult. 

The  second  error  is  to  isolate  the  problems  of 
population.  That  is  to  say,  to  more  often  than  not 
overlook  the  economic  and  social  context  and  the 
resulting  obstacles  to  development  in  many 
countries  of  the  world,  particularly  in  the 
countries  of  the  Third  World. 

Population  problems  must  always  be  put  back 
in  the  context  of  an  overall  view  of  their  real 
background  which  is  that  of  socio-economic 
relationships. 

It  is  not  a  question  of  saying; ’’There  is  no 
population  problem  and  therefore  no  use  for  a 
population  policy”,  but  of  saying  that  a 
population  policy,  particularly  where  family 
planning  is  concerned,  cannot  succeed  unless  it  is 


20 


included  in  overall  measures  at  national  level,  on 
the  basis  of  deep-rooted  transformations  of  the 
economy  and  accompanied  by  corresponding 
measures  in  the  fields  of  culture  and  education, 
public  health  and  social  security. 

To  be  satisfied  to  limit  births,  especially  when 
this  is  imposed  from  outside,  is  to  deny  the  true 
dimension  of  the  problem. 

The  speakers  were  keen  to  underline  that  no 
population  policy  could  be  a  substitute  for 
economic  development,  that  no  population  policy 
in-  itself  could  eradicate  famine,  ignorance, 
unemployment  and  other  social  His. 

The  participants  stressed  that  population  is  an 
essential  factor  for  the  dynamics  of  any  society. 
As  a  result,  the  satisfaction  of  the  material  and 
spiritual  needs  of  the  population  should  represent 
the  essential  goal  and  raison  d’etre  of  all 
development. 

Where  the  specifically  nation^  aspects  of 
population  and  development  are  concerned,  it  is  at 
the  level  of  each  people  and  each  responsible 
government  that  the  concrete  problems  have  to  be 
solved.  It  is  in  the  national  context  that  problems 
of  education  and  training  should  be  envisaged,  the 
consequences  of  which  are  so  important  for  the 
economy  and  for  demography,  since  it  is  very  true 
that  any  population  policy  is  difficult  to 
implement  without  an  awareness  on  the  part  of 
the  population  as  a  whole. 

But  it  must  again  be  forcefully  stated  that  no 
population  policy,  no  progressive  economic  policy 
is  possible  while  the  relationships  of  production 
have  still  not  been  amended  in  the  direction  of  the 
disappearance  of  the  causes  of  domination  and 
inequality. 

Without  agrarian  reform,  for  example,  food 
problems  wiQ  not  be  solved.  Certainly,  the 
introduction  of  modem  techniques  is  also 
necessary  in  this  field,  as  in  others,  but  the 
preliminary  need  for  reform  remains. 

All  this  requires  that  true  democracy  must  be 
practised  and  particularly  there  should  be  an 
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affirmation  of  fundamental  respect  for  the  right  to 
life,  to  right  to  motherhood  by  choice  and  the 
freedom  of  a  couple  to  decide  upon  the  number 
of  their  offspring.  This  implies  also  that  the  couple 
should  have  at  their  disposal  information  and 
means  giving  them  the  possibility  to  chose  and 
that  they  should  be  protected  from  imposed 
neo-Malthusian  policies. 

The  speakers  stressed  that  population  problems 
are  inseparable  from  those  relating  to  the  status  of 
women  in  society. 

Although  there  is  an  important  growth  in  the 
role  of  women  in  all  fields  of  economic,  political , 
social  and  cultural  life,  it  is  essential  to  stress  that 
in  many  countries  of  the  world  women’s 
capabilities  are  not  being  fully  utilised  .  Feminine 
labour  is  often  subject  to  various  kinds  of 
discrimination. 

It  is  certain  that  an  improvement  in  the 
condition  of  women,  the  exercise  of  equal  rights 
between  men  and  women,  equal  access  to 
education,  to  professional  training  and  to 
employment  would  contribute  to  the  solution  of 
population  problems. 

Although  the  essential  problems  are  therefore 
those  concerning  economic,  social  and  cultural 
development,  we  must  denounce  and  fight  against 
the  obstacles  which  remain  on  the  path  to 
development.  Some  of  the  main  obstacles  to 
economic  and  social  development  and  to  the 
solution  of  the  population  problem  are  tribalism, 
racialism  and  ethnic  prejudices  which  also  aim  at 
disuniting  peoples. 

The  participants  in  the  Seminar  were  moved 
to  hear  speeches  from  participants  representing  the 
national  liberation  movements  in  the  Portuguese 
colonies  where  colonialism  is  still  rampant  and 
from  Zimbabwe,  Namibia  and  South  Africa  which 
are  victims  of  racial  discrimination  and  racist 
repression  in  complete  disregard  for  human  rights  as 
proclaimed  by  the  international  community. 

The  participants  in  the  Seminar  were  keen  to 
demonstrate  their  solidarity  and  their  recognition 
of  the  heroic  and  victorious  struggle  being  waged 


22 


against  oppression  for  the  independence  and 
liberation  of  the  peoples  of  Africa  by  adopting  a 
special  document  setting  out  precise  actions  to  be 
taken  with  public  opinion  for  the  support  of  the 
liberation  struggles. 

In  this  connection,  the  responsibility  of  the 
imperialist  forces  for  the  oppression  existing  in 
these  regions  of  the  world  was  denounced. 
Imperialism,  which  is  particularly  evident  in  the 
role  played  by  the  multi-national  corporations^  is 
waging  a  real  economic  war  with  the  peoples  of 
the  world.  Taking  advantage  of  unequal  economic 
relations,  it  is  confiscating  the  riches  of  the  earth, 
wasting  resources,  causing  penury,  destroying  the 
environment  in  the  name  of  profit  and 
perpetuating  inequality  and  under-development 
and  keeping  the  peoples  in  subjection.  The  Chilean 
example  is  tragic  proof  of  this. 

The  special  session  of  the  United  Nations  on 
raw  materials  and  development  which  was  held  in 
April  1974  on  the  initiative  of  the  Algiers 
Conference  of  Non-AHgned  countries  declared  the 
need  for  the  establishment  of  a  new  international 
economic  order  founded  on  full  respect  for  the 
rights  of  each  state  to  exercise  permanent 
sovereignty  over  its  natural  resources,  to  place 
these  resources  and  their  exploitation  under 
effective  control,  having  the  right  in  particular  to 
nationahse  or  to  transfer  ownership  to  its 
nationals.  This  new  order  should  also  be  founded 
on  the  estabhshment  of  equitable  relations  in  the 
field  of  trade  and  monetary  policy.  To  struggle  for 
the  advent  of  this  new  international  economic 
order  is  to  contribute  in  an  outstanding  manner  to 
the  solution  of  problems  of  development. 

In  this  respect  this  struggle  demands  the 
solidarity  of  all  the  peoples  of  the  world.  The 
participants  in  the  seminar  did  not  accept  the  idea 
that  the  world  is  divided  between  ’’rich”  and 
’’poor”  countries  with  conflicting  interests, 
without  distinguishing  between  few  developed 
capitalist  countries  in  which  the  forces  of 
economic  oppression  exist  and  the  developed 
socialist  countries  —  which  benefit  the  countries  of 
the  Third  World  through  true  co-operation  and 
disinterested  aid  which  favours  the  development  of 
the  latter. 
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The  World  Peace  Council  denounces  this 
deliberate  confusion  which  seeks  to  mask  the 
responsibilities  of  imperialism  and  to  weaken 
efforts  for  the  achievement  of  that  unity  of  all  the 
anti-imperialist  forces,  without  which  Ae  struggle 
against  hunger,  poverty  and  under-development 
cannot  be  won. 

The  struggle  for  development  is  inseparable 
from  the  struggle  for  peace. 

The  World  Peace  Council  and  the  progressive 
forces  of  the  world  are  working  to  strengthen 
d^tentCc  The  victory  of  peace  and  detente  in  the 
recent  period,  the  new  international  climate  of  the 
present  day  create  new  conditions  which 
strengthen  the  struggle  for  development  as  never 
before.  At  the  same  time  it  is  vital  to  ensure 
greater  and  greater  success  in  establishing  a  new 
economic  order  if  we  want  to  make  the  process  of 
detente  irreversible. 

In  this  regard,  general  and  complete 
disarmament  would  finally  eliminate  the  threat  of 
cataclysms  and  would  ensure  a  peaceful  future.  It 
would  release  the  colossal  sums  swallowed  up  in 
arms  expenditure  which  could  then  be  used  for 
the  building  of  a  more  developed  and  more  just 
world.  It  would  lead  scientific  research  towards 
aims  which  are  exclusively  constructive  and 
creative  which,  in  an  era  of  accelerated  scientific 
progress,  would  permit  the  exploration  of  new 
riches  and  the  possibility  of  the  renewal  of 
resources.  Certainly,  this  would  not  solve  all  the 
problems  in  one  fell  swoop. 

Certainly,  it  is  not  a  question  of  subordinating, 
every  action  to  this  development  and  to  its 
achievement,  but  there  would  be  no  definite 
direction  for  mankind  towards  the  tasks  of  life 
and  well-being  for  all. 

Other  questions  were  touched  upon  without  it 
being  possible  to  give  details  of  them  all  here.  The 
participants  in  the  Seminar  are  aware  that  they 
have  not  been  able  to  examine  all  the  problems 
relative  to  the  interaction  between  population  and 
development,  but  they  considered  it  essential  to 
show  that  the  improvement  in  population 
problems  and  their  solution  form  part  of  the 
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permanent  and  tireless  search  for  ways  towards 
development  which  take  account  of  the  interests 
of  every  man  and  to  affirm  that  development, 
independence  and  peace  were  inseparably  linked. 

During  and  at  the  conclusion  of  its  work, 
proposals  for  information  and  action  directed 
towards  public  opinion  were  adopted. 


ACTION  PROPOSALS 

I.  NATIONAL  AND  LOCAL  LEVEL  SEMI¬ 
NARS,  SYMPOSIA  AND  MEETINGS  ON 

POPULATION  AND  DEVELOPMENT 

The  Seminar  suggests  that  steps  be  taken  by 
national  organisations  and  movements  represented 
in  the  World  Peace  Council  to  take  the  initiative 
to  organise,  in  co-operation  with  all  other 
interested  national  organisations,  at  national  and 
local  levels,  seminars,  symposia  and  meetings  on 
Population  and  Development,  throughout  this 
World  PopulationYear. 

The  conclusions  of  the  Brazzavdle  Seminar 
should  be  communicated  by  the  WPC  Secretariat 
to  the  national  organisations  immediately  and 
should  be  reported  upon  at  these  national  and 
local  level  events  and  enriched  through  the 
discussions. 

II.  POPULATION  AND  DEVELOPMENT  DAYS 

The  days  from  August  19th  to  30th,  1974  — 
the  days  when  the  World  Population  Conference 
will  be  held  in  Bucharest,  should  be  observed  by 
the  World  Peace  Council  and  by  national 
organisations  as  Population  and  Development 
Days. 

It  would  be  desirable  for  meetings  and  other 
events  during  these  days  to  send  messages  to  the 
World  Population  Conference,  to  the  UN, 
UNESCO,  UNCTAD,  the  OAU,  the  Conference  of 
Non-Aligned  Countries  —  supporting  the  positive 
efforts  and  programmes  of  these  organisations  in 
the  fields  of  population  and  development  and 
expressing  the  points  of  view  of  the  participants  of 
each  event. 
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Efforts  may  also  be  made  to  obtain  publicity 
for  this  work  and  for  our  point  of  view  throu^ 
radio,  television  and  other  mass  media. 

III.  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  WORLD  POPULA¬ 
TION  CONFERENCE,  THE  UN,  UNESCO, 

UNCTAD,  OAU  AND  THE  CONFERENCE 

OF  NON-LIGNED  COUNTRIES 

The  Secretary  General  of  the  WPC  is  requested 
to  communicate  the  results  of  the  Brazzaville 
Seminar  in  an  appropriate  manner  to  each  of  the 
above-mentioned  organisationSo 

IV.  CO-OPERATION  WITH  NGOs 

The  WPC,  which  is  actively  collaborating  with 
other  non-governmental  organisations  in  the 
preparation  and  holding  of  the  UNESCO  NGO 
seminar  on  population  at  the  beginning  of  July, 
will  take  part  in  a  broad  discussion  organised  by 
the  NGOs  during  the  Bucharest  Congress  and  will 
be  able  to  continue  its  co-operation  with  them  in 
making  best  use  of  the  results  of  the  work  of  the 
Bucharest  Congress. 

V.  PUBLICATIONS 

A  brochure  containing  the  conclusions  and  a 
summary  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Brazzaville 
Seminar  should  be  published  by  the  WPC 
Information  Centre  as  early  as  possible. 

VI.  CONTINUING  WORK 

Experts  participating  in  the  Seminar  are 
requested  to  continue  their  work  on  the  problems 
raised  during  the  discussions.  Certain  problems 
indeed  require  detailed  studies  on  specialised 
issues. 

The  World  Peace  Council  is  asked  to  arrange 
for  exchange  of  information  and,  if  possible  and 
necessary,  a  small  working  group  of  experts  may 
be  called  to  arrive  at  further  conclusions,  taking 
into  account  the  results  of  the  Bucharest'  Congress 
and  of  tlie  national  seminars  mentioned  above. 
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”It  is  not  correct...  to  attribute  the 
obvious  sign  of  an  ecological  crisis  to 
population  growth.  This  search  for  imme¬ 
diate  private  profit  is  the  basic  cause  of  the 
rapacious  use  of  natural  resources,  by 
disregarding  the  long-term  effects  it-  pro¬ 
duces,  it  results  in  damage  to  the  human 
environment ... 

’Tt  is  a  mistake  to  isolate  the  problems 
of  population  .  ...  Population  problems  must 
always  be  put  back  into  the  context  of  an 
overall  view  of  their  real  background  which 
is  that  of  socio-economic  relationships  .  .  A 
population  policy,  particularly  where  family 
planning  is  concerned,  cannot  succeed  unless 
it  is  included  in  overall  measures  at  national 
level,  on  the  basis  of  deep-rooted  trans¬ 
formations  of  the  economy  and  accompa¬ 
nied  by  corresponding  measures  in  the  fields 
of  culture  and  education,  public  health  and 
social  security  .  . 

■  '  t 

From  the  Conclusions  of  the  International 
Seminar  on  Population  and  Development, 
Brazzaville,  June  1974.  ‘ 
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